2019 CJA Panel Training
Southern District of Georgia
October2-3,2019

Wednesday, October 2, 2019

CM/ECEF Filing Issues and NextGen Rollout
Working Lunch Session (non-CLE)

12:00 pm = 12:50 pm
Lisa Drescher, Chief Technology Officer, Clerk’s Office, SDGA

Elizabeth Slater, Operations Manager, Clerk’s Office, SDGA

The Judiciary’s Case Management/Electronic Case Files system, the means by which all stakeholders
electronically file and review case information, is getting an upgrade. The SDGA will be transitioning to
“NextGen CM/ECEF” in the near future. This session will overview the changes that apply to attorney filers
and CJA counsel filers. The presenters will also delve into common electronic filing issues and how to
avoid common pitfalls when choosing categories for filing documents.

Break
12:50 pm - 1:00 pm

Welcome, Introduction and Overview of Program
1:00 pm - 1:10 pm
David Stewart, CJA Resource Counsel, Partner, Crowder & Stewart, Augusta Georgia

First Things First: An Overview of Key Topics in Preliminary Criminal Procedure
Panel Presentation (CLE Session)

T:10 pm - 2:10 pm
Judge Christopher L. Ray, Magistrate Judge, SDGA

Marcela Mateo, Chief, OCDETF Division, US Attorney’s Office, SDGA
Stephanie Amiotte, Partner, Hall Booth Smith, PC, Brunswick Georgia

This program will include an overview of initial appearances and arraignments under Federal Rules of
Criminal Procedure 5 and 10. There will be an analysis of the Bail Reform Act of 1984 and its practical
application to detention determinations in this district. Participants will learn valuable advocacy practice
pointers regarding release on conditions.
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Discovery and Motions Practice in Criminal Cases in the Southern District of Georgia
Panel Presentation (CLE Session)

2:10 pm - 3:10 pm

Karl Knoche, Criminal Chief, United States Attorney’s Office, SDGA

John Ossick, Ossick Law Firm, Kingsland Georgia

This program will provide an overview of the discovery process under Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure
16 and an examination of the discovery policies of the United States Attorney’s Office in this District.
There will be particular emphasis upon commonly encountered motions practice including discovery and
suppression and discussion of best practices.

Break
3:10 pm - 3:30 pm

Plea Negotiations
Ethics Hour (CLE Session)

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Tom Bever, Partner, Chilivis Cochran Larkins & Bever, Atlanta Georgia

Plea Negotiations sometimes can start before the Grand Jury even returns an indictment. This presentation
will detail talking a prosecutor out of an indictment, the downside to informing a prosecutor about
weaknesses in the case, negotiating terms for sentencing enhancements and loss amount, as well as
opportunities for cooperation. An appointed lawyer must zealously represent his client; don’t just take
what the prosecutor offers and present it to your client for a “yes or no” answer.

Nuts and Bolts of The CJA System

Panel Discussion (non-CLE)

4:30 pm - 5:30 pm

Judge Benjamin Cheesbro, Magistrate Judge, Southern District of Georgia

Mary Anne Hill, Financial Specialist, Clerk’s Office for the Southern District of Georgia

Many times appointed counsel is unaware of the amount of resources they may have to assist in the effective
representation of their client. This session will detail some of these underused resources, as well as
providing guidance on the Southern District’s general CJA voucher claims practices.

Cocktail Reception
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Marriott Banquet Room
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Thursday, October 3, 2019

Breakfast
7:30 am - 8:30 am
Manrriott Restaurant (voucher provided)

Review of the Sentencing Guidelines and Recent Developments
Lecture (CLE Session)
8:30 am - 9:30 am

Ebisa Bayisa, Senior Attorney, U.S. Sentencing Commission’s Office of Education and Sentencing Practice,
Washington D.C.

Using an electronic audience response system, an attorney from the U.S. Sentencing Commission will
review the most pertinent aspects of the Sentencing Guidelines and present recent developments in
sentencing regime that will be of most use to CJA panel attorneys.

What Happens after a Guilty Plea or Guilty Verdict? Understanding the Process from
Presentence Investigation through Sentencing and Appeal to Prison

Panel Presentation (CLE Session)

9:30 am - 10:30 am

Brian Tanner, Savage, Turner, Durham, Pinckney & Savage, Savannah Georgia

United States Probation Office, Southern District of Georgia

Vince Shaw, Deputy Regional Counsel, Southeast Regional Office, Federal Bureau of Prisons,
Atlanta Georgia

A probation officer draws on 18 years of experience to provide insight into how the presentence investigation
report is generated and how defense attorneys can help their client in that process. An appellate attorney
explains what areas defense attorneys should focus on in the sentencing process to best position their client

at sentencing and for appeal. Finally, a BOP representative explains the federal prison system and how the
presentence investigation report and sentencing hearing impact a client’s experience in prison.

Break / hotel check out
10:30 am - 11:00 am



2019 CJA Panel Training
Southern District of Georgia
October2-3,2019

Sentencing Advocacy
Panel Presentation (CLE Session)

11:00 am - 12:00 pm
District Judges

Jenna Solari, Senior Litigation Counsel, U.S. Attorney’s Office, Southern District of Georgia

Carl Leitz, Partner, Finch McCranie, LLP, Atlanta Georgia

An experienced prosecutor and an experienced defense attorney present their tips on sentencing advocacy
while obtaining feedback from sentencing judges on the effectiveness of these tactics.

Get You the Sons Your Fathers Got: A Lawyer’s Duty to the Reputation of the Profession
Working Lunch Session (CLE Professionalism Session)

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Fred Kramer, Former Senior Litigation Counsel, U.S. Attorney’s Office, Southern District of Georgia

Professionalism and the defense attorney’s duty to uphold the lawyer’s creed in the face of public distrust
and distaste.

General Questions / Completion of Evaluations
1:00 pm

Adjourn
1:15 pm



